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While there has been little research in European countries on violence against older women,
those findings that have been reported show that violence and other forms of abuse often
occur in the immediate family. Violence against older women is taboo and therefore even
less visable in society then violence against younger women. There is a lack of awareness of
this issue among the public and also a lack of provisions for older women who are victims of
violence and abuse. Health and social service professionals who work with older people in
their own homes are often the only ones who have access to older victims of violence.
Therefore, their awareness concerning different types of abuse is especially relevant in order
to help prevent violence against older people with families.

The is to

e raise awareness concerning violence against older women in families

« empower health and social service professionals to recognize abusive situations and
to help combat them

» develop awareness raising activities and materials

« develop tools and strategies to improve early recognition of violence against older
women in the family and to support professionals to react accordingly

will focus on a first research phase, including a literature overview, interviews
with health and social service staff on their experiences as well as a short survey with health
and social service organisations, which provisions they have for dealing with abuse against
older women within families. The second project phase will be focussed on awareness raising
activities for health and social service professionals at all levels, but also for those working in
institutions addressing violence in general.

The of the project will be

» a European research report

e a brochure containing tools to recognise violence, strategies how to deal with vio-
lence and country specific information on the legal framework as well as organisa-
tions to turn to

e awareness raising workshops for professionals in the field in Austria, Italy, Poland
and Finland

« an expert conference in Austria, Finland, Italy and Poland

» short summary of the experiences of the project for policy makers

The main activities of the project will be Austria, Finland, Italy and Poland.
Collaborating partners are participating from Belgium, France and Portugal and the evalua-
tion is carried out by a German partner.
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charlotte.struempel@roteskreuz.at « www.roteskreuz.at

Main Partners
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http://www.stakes.fi
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Piazzale Stazione 7 « I — 35131 Padova +39 3201792071
leichsenring@emmeerre.it ¢ www.emmeerre.it

Jagiellonian University Medical College » Beata Tobiasz-Adamczyk
Chair of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine

Kopernika 7 a St. » PL — 31-034 Krakow +48 12 4223182
mytobias@cyf-kr.edu.pl « www.epi.cm-uj.krakow.pl

Collaborating partners

LACHESIS » Office of Expertise on Ageing and Gender « Els Messelis
Verbrandhofstraat 158 « BE - 8800 Roeselare +32 478 29 44 64
els.messelis@scarlet.be « www.lachesis.be

ISIS - Institut fiir Soziale Infrastruktur e Hannelore Jani
2, Rue du 8 Mai 1945 « FR — 95340 Persan +33 130 34 69 05
jani.de.senectute@wanadoo.fr ¢ http://www.isis-sozialforschung.de
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heloisa.perista@cesis.org » www.cesis.org

Evaluation
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