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While there has been little research in European countries on violence against older women, 
those findings that have been reported show that violence and other forms of abuse often 
occur in the immediate family. Violence against older women is taboo and therefore even 
less visable in society then violence against younger women. There is a lack of awareness of 
this issue among the public and also a lack of provisions for older women who are victims of 
violence and abuse. Health and social service professionals who work with older people in 
their own homes are often the only ones who have access to older victims of violence. 
Therefore, their awareness concerning different types of abuse is especially relevant in order 
to help prevent violence against older people with families.  
 
The aim of the project is to  
 

• raise awareness concerning violence against older women in families 
• empower health and social service professionals to recognize abusive situations and 

to help combat them 
• develop awareness raising activities and materials  
• develop tools and strategies to improve early recognition of violence against older 

women in the family and to support professionals to react accordingly 
 
Project work will focus on a first research phase, including a literature overview, interviews 
with health and social service staff on their experiences as well as a short survey with health 
and social service organisations, which provisions they have for dealing with abuse against 
older women within families. The second project phase will be focussed on awareness raising 
activities for health and social service professionals at all levels, but also for those working in 
institutions addressing violence in general. 
 
The main products of the project will be 
 

• a European research report 
• a brochure containing tools to recognise violence, strategies how to deal with vio-

lence and country specific information on the legal framework as well as organisa-
tions to turn to 

• awareness raising workshops for professionals in the field in Austria, Italy, Poland 
and Finland 

• an expert conference in Austria, Finland, Italy and Poland 
• short summary of the experiences of the project for policy makers 

 
The main activities of the project will be carried out in Austria, Finland, Italy and Poland. 
Collaborating partners are participating from Belgium, France and Portugal and the evalua-
tion is carried out by a German partner.  
 



 
 

Project partners 
 

European Coor-
dination 

● Austrian Red Cross  ● Charlotte Strümpel ● Claudia Gröschel ● Cornelia 
Hackl ●Wiedner Hauptstrasse 42  ●  A - 1040 Wien ● Tel. +43 1 58 900 128 
charlotte.struempel@roteskreuz.at ● www.roteskreuz.at ● 

 

Main Partners 

Austria ● Research Institute of the Red Cross  ●  Erentraud Lehner & Anna Schopf 
● Nottendorfer Gasse 21 ● A-1030 Wien ● Tel. +43 1 79 580 3423  
● Erentraud.Lehner@w.roteskreuz.at ● www.wrk.at/forschungsinstitut  

 

Finland ● STAKES ● Minna-Liisa Luoma & Christina Manderbacka  ● P.O. Box 220 
(Lintulahdenkuja 4) ●FIN - 00530 Helsinki ● Tel. +358 9 3967 2090  
● minna-liisa.luoma@stakes.fi Christina.manderbacka@stakes.fi  
● http://www.stakes.fi ● 
 

Italy ● emme&erre S.p.A. ● Kai Leichsenring  & Piero Lucchin  
● Piazzale Stazione 7 ● I – 35131 Padova ● Tel. +39 3201792071 
● leichsenring@emmeerre.it ● www.emmeerre.it ● 
 

Poland ● Jagiellonian University Medical College ●  Beata Tobiasz-Adamczyk  
● Chair of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine  
● Kopernika 7 a St. ● PL – 31-034 Krakow ● Tel. +48 12 4223182  
● mytobias@cyf-kr.edu.pl ● www.epi.cm-uj.krakow.pl ● 
 

Collaborating partners 

Belgium ● LACHESIS ● Office of Expertise on Ageing and Gender ● Els Messelis  
● Verbrandhofstraat 158 ● BE - 8800 Roeselare● Tel. +32 478 29 44 64  
● els.messelis@scarlet.be ● www.lachesis.be ● 
 

France ● ISIS - Institut für Soziale Infrastruktur ● Hannelore Jani  
● 2, Rue du 8 Mai 1945 ● FR – 95340 Persan ● Tel. +33 1 30 34 69 05  
● jani.de.senectute@wanadoo.fr ● http://www.isis-sozialforschung.de ● 
 

Portugal ● CESIS ● Centro de Estudos para a Intervenção Social ● Heloisa Perista 
● Rua Rodrigues Sampaio Nº 31-S/L-Dta ● 1150-278 Lisboa ● Portugal  
● heloisa.perista@cesis.org ● www.cesis.org ● 
 

Evaluation 

Germany ● ISIS – Institut für Soziale Infrastruktur ● Karin Stiehr ● Kasseler Straße 1a 
● D - 60486 Frankfurt am Main ● Tel. +49 69 2648650 ●  
stiehr@isis-sozialforschung.de ● http://www.isis-sozialforschung.de ● 
 

 
 
 


